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EDucATION & LEADERSHIP FOUNDATION




Education and Leadership Foundation

Community Service Scholarship


H.O.P.E. Matters

Scholarship Application

Mission Statement:

Our mission is to provide scholarships and support to current and former foster youth and other out-of-home youth in California’s central valley. 

Application Guidelines

· Applicant must be a former foster youth or living in out-of-home care 
· Applicant must be either enrolled in, or accepted to an accredited post-secondary academic program.
· Applicant must be under 23 years old
Applicant must submit the following:
· HOPE Matters application

· Two recommendation forms, one from a teacher and the other from a school counselor, care giver or foster care agency.

· High school transcripts or if the student is already attending a post-secondary program, then the previous year's transcript is to be submitted.

· Proof of acceptance or enrollment in an accredited post-secondary academic program.

· Finalist may have to conduct an interview with HOPE Matters founder
Selection Criteria

· The financial need of the student

· Academic performance

· Letters of recommendations

· Personal essay
Applications must be submitted to HOPE Matters by November 14, 2011by email kizzylopez@hopematters.net or by fax (559)278-2323. Late applications will not be reviewed. 

H.O.P.E. Matters
Scholarship Form
Please complete the scholarship form and answer the essay questions listed below. 
Personal Information:

	Name:       


	Date:      

	Gender:  FORMCHECKBOX 
 Male  FORMCHECKBOX 
Female   


	DOB:      

	Address:       


	Cell Phone:      

	City:       State:   ZIP:        


	Home Phone:      

	Email:       


	

	Foster Care Experience



	County of care:      



	Years in foster care:      

	If you were not in foster care, briefly explain your circumstances:

     


Institution Information:

	Current School:       


	School ID #:        

	School Address:      

	City:        State:   Zip:      

	Telephone Number:      

	Units Earned:     GPA:    


	Anticipated Graduation date:      

	Major:      


Personal Essay: On a separate sheet of paper, answer the following questions in an essay format (no more than 3 pages, double-spaced, 12 point font, and typed).
· What are your future goals and why is college important to you?

· How will this scholarship help you meet your academic goals?
· What challenges have you had to overcome and how have these challenges shaped who you are today?

· Include any other additional information you feel is pertinent to this application. 
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